
 
LETTER TO ALL BASQUE CLUBS 

 
 
TO ALL MY DEAREST FRIENDS: 
 
 As you know, in life there are moments of joy and sadness, of triumph and failure. 
Sometimes the results that one considers positives turn adverse even against the previous hopes. 
But it is life. 
 
 It does more than two decades that I had the honour of working with the Euskal Etxeak of 
the world. The welcome that you have always offered me at the institutional level as well as at the 
in individual level, in the multiple person to person relationships I have maintain with many of you, 
has constituted a very rewarding experience, both as representative of the Basque Government 
and as a human being. 
 
 Today, after 20 years of working and friendship, I want to show you my gratefulness and 
congratulation for immense task accomplished and the many initiatives you have developed in 
support of the Basque culture and identity. I want to thank all and each of the Clubs, Institutions 
and individuals that have helped me in doing my public duty more efficient. 
 
 But beyond the public sphere there is personal experience that is far more moving and 
important. I want to show my enormous gratitude for the enormous immense personal enrichment I 
got through my relation with you. Through this I have been able to apprehend and to appreciate the 
diversity, enormous wealth, formidable creativity and tenacity that characterize the Basques of the 
world. This experience has lead to me to an important personal evolution understanding the 
following: he or she who only knows Euskal Herria not even knows Euskal Herria, because you 
are, without a doubt a very important part of this reality, that deserves to be considered and in no 
way, can be ignored, especially when speaking about the past history and the contemporary reality 
of the Basque Country today. 
 
 At the present time, the communication technologies allow us to break the time-spaces 
barriers that for centuries have divided us, that is why I don’t want that my words were interpreted 
like a goodbye, a farewell. Euskadi, that very linguistically means "set of Basques", is the country 
that encompasses all the Basques of the world, those living in the historic homeland in Europe, as 
well as those living any where in the  world. I is a concept that break territoriality and traditional 
nationality to embrace Basqueness in a globalized world, in its many shapes and forms. For this 
reason I feel united to all you and part for ever of the Euskaletxeak worldwide community. 
 
I want to invite you to continue working for the promotion of Basqueness and the solidarity between 
those who are members of the Basque community as well as to promote stronger Basque Clubs. 
Only from this perspective we can guarantee a successful future at the local level while promoting 
the development of common programs and fruitful relations between the, Basque Country and the 
countries in which you live 
 
 I reiterate my gratefulness and congratulation: Eskerrik asko bihotz-bihotzez eta Zorionak. 
 
 A big hug for all of you: 
 
 

Josu Legarreta 
(lega.loa@euskalnet.net) 

 
  


